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Our Vision:

Alba Labour Union was founded on concrete principles and values that made it the biggest union
in Bahrain given its large membership and the achievements it accomplished. Since the very
beginning, the vision of Alba Labour Union focused on uniting, supporting the working class and
building a strong labour union entity by utilizing the workers’ efforts which serves as a safety net
in times of need.

Alba Labour Union strives to push for the moral and material interests of the workers and to defend
their rights. Alba Labour Union devised a plan to protect and bolster the hard earned workers’
rights and identified procedures for defending workers whenever conflicts arise with management.
The key objectives of Alba Labour Union are protecting the hard earned workers’ rights, improving
the workers’ standard of living and providing workers with services for the purpose of shoring up
some of the load borne by members.

Among the many key achievements accomplished by Alba Labour Union was reforming the pay
and bonus scale, where the union’s efforts resulted in increasing the shift allowance, the social
allowance, (the bonus), the heat allowance, and amended the aptitude measurement system which
in the past, forced workers to wait for more than 15 years to earn a grade. These systems, as well
as, the testing and evaluation standards were improved and revised. The Union also succeeded
in resolving many of the termination, warning, transfer between departments and sections and
healthcare problems where workers were being subjected to unfair treatment by the management
of the company.

Among the fundamental principles of the Alba Labour Union is that it is impossible to boost
productivity and efficiency if workers feel marginalized by Alba management, and this is the reason
why Union launched a number of services and offered workers benefits that greatly contributed in
helping worker cope with financial burdens and life’s increasing demands.
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Serving the Labours:

Many workers at Alba are confronted with problems with their supervisors, superintendents,
managers or with the company management, and too often, these workers lose rights they are
entitled to as stipulated by the Bahraini Labour Law and ratified by Alba Board of Directors, which
sometimes force workers to yield to unfair management demands. In many of these situations,
workers become in dire need for counselling, advice and support. Therefore, Union is doing
everything possible to advocate the worker’s cause and defend their rights. Union also strives to
resolve labour disputes as soon as possible.

Among the most challenging problems workers face is that of salary increments as workers suffer
for years before getting any pay increments. Union exerted serious efforts to resolve all salary-
related problems. There is also the problem of the annual salary increase where workers usually
reach an understanding with their supervisors on the size of the expected annual raise only, and
mostly, to discover later that the increase is less than what was expected. This is when the Union
intervenes to act as a mediator between workers and supervisors and advocate the views of the
workers.

Alba Labour Union also organized a humanitarian donation campaign to help the families of the
martyrs to overcome their suffering. Alba Labour Union mobilized all its energies and human
resources to insure the success of this campaign and to promote solidarity with the families of the
martyrs.

Alba Labour Union also announced a number of training and labour awareness programs and
workshops to help members better understand their role and the size of their responsibilities in the
defence of labour rights.
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Alba Labour Union Personal Loan Scheme

Alba Labour Union is keen to implement the social solidarity model and to assist all its members
and improve their social and financial status. This is the reason behind the Personal Loan Scheme
which provides personal loans that are tailored to the needs of members and to help members
avoid traditional banking loans and paying high interest rates.

The Union is aware of the many personal requirements for such loans which may needed to travel,
medical treatment, house furnishing, etc. Alba Labour Union, therefore, adapted its personal loans
scheme to make it fixable to meet the different requirements and individual workers’ needs. The
Personal Loan scheme is perhaps among the most important initiatives launched by the union.
The loan value ranges from BD 1000 to 6000 and is repaid by spreading small deductions over a
repayment period not exceeding two years in addition to the very low administrative fees.
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Alba Labour Union Educational Loan Scheme

The Alba Labour Union has paid great attention to education, whether of its members or their
children. Among the fundamental principle that education is the only way to develop our societies

In response to members’ desire of providing better education for their children, Union launched a
new scheme to make it easier for its members and to help them with the financial burdens.

In addition, the Union is keen to help workers who wish to extend their education and graduate, so
it provides them with an educational loan up to BD 10,000.
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Alba Labour Union Car Loan Scheme

Alba Labour Union made it easier for its members wishing to replace their old cars with new ones
through the Car Loan Scheme which is meant to replace traditional banking loans and their high
interest rates which consume a significant part of the workers’ salaries.

This scheme is the result of an in-depth study that examined all the difficulties and obstacles facing
members dreaming of buying a new car and who face huge salary deductions by banks who give
little consideration for the financial burdens of the worker. With this scheme, members pay a 30%
down payment and the remaining loan amount is repaid on three instalments, which is deducted
from the Alba saving scheme.
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Buy-out Loan scheme

This scheme has been launched for workers who are struggling to pay-off debts with their current
bank. Alba Labour Union therefore provides a financial solution for those working by buying the
loan from the concerned banks - then all that is required is for the labours to repay the new loan in
one monthly instalment to the Union.

The idea of this scheme is based on the implementation of social solidarity model and assisting all
the union members through paying the remaining amount for the Bank and deducting the amount
determined by the Board of Trustees. Thus, the Union aims to help, assist and reduce the financial
burden of its members.
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Alba Union Housing Scheme:

The Alba Labour Union believes that every worker dream is owning a house or flat or property and
it is aware of the difficulties and obstacles that face Alba workers.

Among this principle, Union strives to help its member in achieving his dream through the Alba
Union housing scheme which provides them the opportunity to obtain residential units in a
co-operative manner without the need of borrowing loan form banks.
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Alba Labour Union House Construction Loans:

Building a new house or continue building a house is a big commitment requiring time, money
and efforts. Fortunately, Alba Labour Union offers great solutions for construction loans to help its
members to have both.

If the member is planning to build a new house or renovating an existing old house he can apply

for a Alba Labour Union Construction Loan which helps him to avoid the traditional banking loans
and paying high interest rates.
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Alba Labour Union Legal Service

Alba Union launched a legal service for its members, this scheme allows Union lawyer to defend
and represent Alba workers in any civil, foreign and administrative dispute that involving them or
any member of their families. Legal services aim to help and solidarity with union members and to
provide the right advice in any legal case.
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Terminated Workers Support Scheme:

Alba Labour Union fundamentally opposes any arbitrary termination of workers and is aware of the
amount of psychological and financial stress that Alba terminated workers suffer, especially if the
termination was arbitrary and against the law.

The union is aware that its members may have financial obligations and that they lose their source
of income when terminated from the company, leading to a situation in which not only the worker
suffers, but also the worker’s family, as the worker's suffering increases due to debt problems
directly related to termination, in addition to the psychological suffering.
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Exclusive Exhibition

The Alba Labour Union is keen to host exclusive exhibitions for its members. The Union cooperates
with agencies and shop owners to provide special products and exclusive prices specially for
Union members.

The Alba Labour Union holds a Ramadan exhibition, which provides special and exclusive prices
for the Union’s members. The exhibition showcases a wide range of products from electronics and
clothing to gifts and accessories.
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Raising funds campaign

The objective of raising funds campaigns is to help and support Alba workers such as martyrs’
families and children especially after the death of the only source of their income. The Union also
helps patients workers who needs money for the medical treatment.

Alba Labour Union raises funds because it believes that physical difficulties which faces martyrs
families affect their mental health, and to express it solidarity with them. Union also raised fund
campaigns to help countries affected by war such as Syria, Lebanon and Gaza.
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Union Services Platform

The Alba Labour Union provides a comfortable environment for its members by providing them
with a “Union Services Platform” where it cooperates with the service providers to provide their
service inside Union Office.

Services representatives are available to answer members’ questions during the working hours.
Union Services Platform includes many services such as insurance, traveling tickets, housemaid
services, banking services etc.
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Festivals and Celebrations

Alba Labour Union is strive to hold festivals and celebrations that gather Alba labours with their
families and strengthens the relationship between labours. Union celebrates International Labour
Day annually and Gergaoun Night. It also celebrates the international women’s day as well as
family day.
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